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and grey, nptumod faces of the dead, sonic of whom
lay sfairkatul stiff just as they had been left by their
friends, others with their blue shrouds ragged and
torn, with disfigured faces and twisted limbs,, lying
in the horribly grotesque positions in which tho dogs
or wolves had dragged them. Near us was tho
body of a woman that had lain there but n fow
hours, PctrplT said, judging from the clean and
untorn appearance of her shroud. A little further
off it. number oL! hugo dogs were fighting and
snarling over tho'remains of a child. Overhead
great carrion birds wore flapping1 their hugo black
wings, occasionally swooping down, with a hoarse
croak, to bury boak and talon in some newly arrived
corpse. The very ground we trod was composed of
human bones which crunched undor our ponies' feet
as we rode a short distance up tho narrow, ghastly
defile, Tho stench was awful.

I had not much appetite for dinner that evening,
a meal wo always partook of strictly k la Tfcww,
which moans, literally speaking, any amount of rich,
greasy food, but no drink to wash it down with.
However thirsty one might bo, wine, beer, and water
wero tabooed from the dinner and breakfast table.
Bach guest had his small liqueur-glass, but no
tumbler, or wine-glass. In front of tho Consul
stood a miniature battery of Vodka, Ktimmel, and
brandy bottles, and ou those he rang the changes,
replenishing our glasses with the contents of one or
the other till the close of tho moal, when the hissing
Samovar was brought in and toa brewed, Our
mouths by this time resembled a burning fiery
furnace, and one was glad of a draught of the cup
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